
 

2021 End of Year Service  

and Graduation Ceremony 

Principal’s Address 

 
Special guests, parents, staff and students of Good Shepherd Lutheran Primary School, and 

in particular our graduating students of 2021. 

Thank you for your attendance at tonight’s End-of-Year Service and Graduation Ceremony. 

It is so pleasing to be able to come together, in person, to celebrate the 2021 School year, 

and to give thanks to God for His continued blessing of our School community. And in what 

has been a very challenging year, it is wonderful that we can be together to congratulate and 

farewell our graduating students. 

2021 has been a challenging year. Challenging for parents, students and staff members. I 

wonder, at this time last year, did we expect another year of lockdowns and extended 

periods of Remote Learning? Did we expect that our lives would continue to be so 

impacted? Or were we quietly hoping that 2021 would return to some form of pre-COVID 

normal? I’m sure our Year 6 students were hoping that their final year of Primary School 

would be not so impacted upon. 

Nevertheless, here we are at our End-of-Year Service, reflecting on the past year and 

maybe even wondering how we made it through. And now, we are looking to the future and 

hoping that the worst is behind us. 

Despite the challenges, the restrictions, the disappointments of cancelled or changed 

activities, it would be disappointing if we allowed this to define our year. In fact, to the 

contrary, it has been a year in which the characteristics of creative thinking, collaboration, 

persistence and a positive outlook have come to the fore. As Principal of Good Shepherd, I 

have been so proud of how our community, staff, students and parents, have met the 

challenges with determination to make the best of the circumstances we have found 

ourselves in. Maybe it has encouraged us all to reconsider what success looks like and what 

it means to thrive in today’s world. 

The past two years have certainly encouraged me to reflect upon the Learning That Matters 

at Good Shepherd. One of Good Shepherd’s core documents that guides our thinking about 

learning and teaching, is our Portrait of a Good Shepherd Learner. It is an attempt to, in a 

succinct way, define the preferred attributes of a Good Shepherd Learner… a Good 

Shepherd graduate. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 graduating students, how do you think you stack up? Can you recognise how you 

have developed in these key areas during your time at Good Shepherd? It is, of course, 

essential that we continue to grow and develop in these areas as we continue our learning 

journey through secondary school and beyond. 

During this past year, I have been reflecting upon this Portrait of a Good Shepherd Learner, 

and I have come to realise that there is one crucial characteristic missing. The experiences 

we have all lived through these past two years have highlighted for me how incredibly 

important it has been to be resilient. When our endeavour is to thrive rather than merely 

survive, resilience becomes an essential ingredient for success. 

One of the most popular topics in the area of positive psychology is resilience. Psychology 

Today describes resilience as “that quality that allows some people to be knocked down by 

life and come back stronger than ever”. In essence “resilience can be defined as the ability 

to, and tendency to, bounce back”. Resilience gives people the psychological strength to 

cope with stress, disappointment, hardship, grief. It is the mental reservoir of strength that 

people are able to call on in times of need to carry them through. Resilient individuals are 

better able to handle adversity and grow through the challenges in their lives. 

The interesting thing about resilience is that it is not a “you have it or you don’t” sort of thing. 

We all, at various times in our lives are confronted with adversity. We all deal with setbacks 

Portrait of a Good Shepherd Learner 

To thrive in a global community, a Good Shepherd Learner will be:  

• A critical thinker 

• A problem solver  

• A highly effective communicator  

• A collaborator  

• An innovator  

• Globally and environmentally aware  

• Civically engaged 

• A self-directed learner 

• Technology and media literate  

• Creative  

• Self-aware (emotionally, socially, physically)  

• Financially and economically literate  

• Committed to a personal Christian spirituality  



 
 

and challenges, whether they be large or small, in different ways. How we deal with 

adversity can play a significant role in not only the outcome, but our long-term psychological 

health. 

Resilient people are not simply optimists who see everything through rose-coloured lenses; 

they experience negative emotions that come with adversity, just like the rest of us, but their 

mental outlook allows them to work through these feelings and recover. 

The comforting news is that resilience is something that we can develop, both in ourselves 

and in our children. 

There is an enormous amount written about the importance of resilience and how to grow 

your resilience. However, there is nothing like experience. How can we become resilient if 

we never have to deal with disappointment, anxiety, uncertainty or a feeling of lack of 

control? 

As I said earlier, these past two years have helped me reflect on the importance of 

resilience. And I have to say that I have been so impressed with the level of resilience and 

the development of resilience in our students… and in our staff here at Good Shepherd. 

Year 6 students, during these last two years of school, (your whole time in the Senior 

School), we have asked much of you. I’m sure it has not been the ideal final year you would 

have planned for yourselves; yet you have coped admirably. Instead of focusing on what you 

have missed out on, you have embraced with enthusiasm the opportunities put before you. 

You have remained positive, cheerful and hopeful. You have treasured the opportunities to 

learn together and have fun together. Your teachers have been so impressed with how you 

have grown and developed in your resilience and independence. 

It is a little ironic that the adversity that you have confronted in these past two years has 

helped strengthen you and prepare you for the next stage in your education and life. And I 

am so confident in your capacity to meet the challenges and opportunities ahead of you with 

a positive, independent and resilient mindset. Congratulations Year 6 on all you have 

achieved this year. Your teachers and your parents are very proud of you. 

It is important that I also thank and recognise the staff of Good Shepherd. Your dedication to 

your students, your perseverance and persistence and your determination to do the best that 

you can, despite the huge expectations placed upon you and the ever-changing restrictions 

and limitations that you needed to comply with. Your tremendous efforts have been very 

much appreciated by our students and their parents. I am very proud of all that you have 

been able to achieve, working together and supporting each other. You are all such a 

blessing to our School. 



 
 

It has not been an easy year for our School parents. The challenges of maintaining 

employment, overseeing the Remote Learning of your children and continuing with your own 

family commitments, has placed stresses on families that at times has tested your 

endurance and resolve. Yet you have also demonstrated great resilience. Many parents 

have shared with me the renewed sense of appreciation they have for the little things in their 

lives. It has been wonderful to see the level of care that families have demonstrated. As one 

parent said to me, “It is hard to complain about my circumstances when I am overcome with 

gratitude for what people have done for me and my family.” 

I recently read an article on resilience published by the Harvard University Centre for the 

Developing Child. It stated that the single most common factor in children who develop a 

high level of resilience is that they have at least one parent or caregiver or respected adult in 

their lives who demonstrates and models a high level of resilience. It is not surprising is it. As 

parents and teachers, the way we approach challenges, setbacks and adversity, sets such 

an example for our children. 

I think Dieter Uchtdorf said it best with these words, “It’s your reaction to adversity, not 

adversity itself that determines how your life’s story will develop”.  

Year 6 students, all through your years at Good Shepherd, you have heard us share the 

good news of God’s love for you. God is not a remote being. He is an ever-present God. He 

knows our worries and uncertainties and he shares in our joys and celebrations. He knows 

our challenges and what burdens us. And he wants to walk beside us, helping us carry those 

burdens. Even those times when we think we can do it all by ourselves, He is there to hold 

our hand. Take comfort in the strength that God gives. 

Year 6 students, you have wonderful futures ahead of you. Don’t let yourselves be held 

back. Make the most of your opportunities and approach the future with confidence. And our 

prayers will be with you. 

Thank you to students, staff and parents for your support, cooperation and understanding as 

we have together met the challenges of this past year. 

May you have a very blessed Christmas with those whom you love, and safe and relaxing 

holidays, and we look forward to a wonderful 2022. 

Thank you 

Greg Schneider 

Principal 

10th December 2021 


